l/}rE    1^77 


BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 
LOS  ALTOS,  CA 
PERMIT  NO.  306 


Residential  Customer  Los  Altos  Hills,  CA.  94022 


TOWN  OF  LOS  ALTOS  HILLS 
NEWSLETTER 


FALL  CLEAN-UP  PROGRAM  -  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  15,  1977 

Just  in  time  to  get  your  house  and  yard  in  shape  for  the  Holidays!  Once  again,  as  per  our  new  garbage  collection  agreement  with  the  Los 
Altos  Garbage  Company,  a  weekend  has  been  set  aside  and  large  containers  will  be  placed  at  five  locations  throughout  the  Town.  All 
Residents  may  bring  any  accumulated  debris,  old  furniture,  etc.,  and  dump  these  materials  free  of  charge  in  the  containers,  which  will  be 
replaced  as  needed  by  the  Garbage  Company. 

This  second  pick-up  of  the  year  is  scheduled  for  October  15,  between  the  hours  of  8  A.M.  and  3  P.M.  at  the  following 
locations: 

1.  Town  Hall  Parking  Lot  4.   Altamont  Road  at  Black  Mountain 

2.  Magdalena  at  IS-280  5.   Page  Mill  Road  at  Arastradero  (West) 

3.  Moody  Road  at  Altamont 

For  further  information,  call  the  Los  Altos  Garbage  Company  -  961-8040. 

STREET  SIGN  VANDALISM 

A  very  costly  fad  that  won't  die  out  is  the  taking  of  Town  street  signs  for  interior  decorating  purposes.  Also  costly  is  the  use  of  spray  paint  to 
deface  these  signs  and  the  deliberate  destruction  by  vehicular  traffic. 

It  has  been  recently  estimated  by  the  City  Engineer,  Mr.  Alexander  Russell,  that  replacement  costs  for  a  conventional  stop  sign,  including 
labor  and  materials,  is  about  $75.  In  view  of  Town  Hall  efforts  to  control  budgetary  expenditures,  these  expensive  pastimes  have  lost  all  aspects 
of  humor. 

Even  more  important  than  the  annual  cost,  estimated  at  $15,000,  is  the  safety  hazard  created  by  removing  traffic  control,  advisory  and 
street  name  signs.  Missing  stop  signs  have  been  the  cause  of  vehicle  accidents  while  missing  advisory  signs,  such  as  "Curve  Ahead,"  may  lead 
to  accidents,  and  missing  street  name  signs  may  cause  the  loss  of  life  due  to  failure  of  police,  fire  or  ambulance  to  locate  the  correct  street  in  an 
emergency  situation. 

Therefore,  we  are  requesting  all  Residents  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  vandalism  of  this  nature.  As  a  further  incentive,  we  quote  from  Item  2  of 
Resolution  #730,  adopted  November  7,  1973; 

"A  revv'ard  of  $500  is  hereby  ordered  to  be  paid  for  information  leading  to  the  determinatioi;  of  the  identity  of, 
and  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  any  person  who  willfully  damages  or  destroys  or  removes  any  street  or 
traffic  sign  or  signs  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  Town  of  Los  Altos  Hills." 


WORD  TO  THE  WISE 

The  Building  Inspector,  Daryl  Fazekas,  has  asked  that  all  Residents  check  their  homes  for  sticking  doors  (evidence  of  settling)  and 
foundation  cracks.  This  condition  can  be  caused  by  the  drought  period  and  should  be  looked  into  before  what  will  hopefully  be  a  rainy  period. 

If  there  are  foundation  cracks  or  cracks  in  the  earth  around  your  residence,  they  set  the  stage  for  water  seepage  and  settling  or  landslide 
problems.  Therefore,  if  such  evidence  exists,  it  would  be  WISE  to  contact  a  soils  engineer  and  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  this  situation. 

COMMITTEE  VACANCIES 

Energetic  involvement  by  all  Residents  does  equal  a  healthy  and  successful  community!  One  volunteer  each  is  needed  for 
the  following  Committees: 


Environmental  Design 
Noise  Abatement 


Legislative  Review 

Traffic  &  Public  Safety 
Of  course,  the  more  applicants  the  better.   If  you  are  concerned  and  would  like  to  offer  your  services  to  one  "^  these 
Committees,  or  you  would   like  additional   information  as  to  specific  charges  and  duties,  please  contact  Susan   Buttler 
at  941-7222. 


1977-78  BUDGET 

The  City  Council  adopted  the  1 977-70  Budget  on  )uly  6,  1 977,  alloc  ating  $548,555  for  all  oj)erating  expenses  and  $252,500  for  capital 
improvements.  The  Properly  Tax  Rate  was  set  at  30  cents,  compared  to  35  cents  for  last  year,  a  15  percent  reduction. 

The  pie  charts  illustrate  the  source  of  revenues  for  the  Town,  major  areas  of  expenditure  and  distribution  ot  the  property  lax  dollar  l)etween 
the  various  public  agencies. 
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The  Capital  Improvement  section  of  the  Budget  is  intended  to  continue  the  public  works  improvement  program  that  has  been  emphasized 
the  past  three  years.  The  Town  has  about  55  miles  of  streets  to  maintain,  most  of  which  was  not  originally  built  to  acceptable  standards  nor  were 
there  proper  drainage  structures  built  to  protect  the  roads.  However,  when  the  Town  incorporated,  it  accepted  the  streets  and  drainage  as  it 
was  at  the  time.  Over  the  years  these  streets  deteriorated  substantially  and,  as  a  result,  a  major  effort  is  being  made  to  upgrade  the  drainage  and 
streets  within  the  Town. 

Since  1 975-76  the  Town  has  rebuilt  or  repaved  approximately  twelve  miles  of  streets  and  instollcd  24  new  drainage  structures.  This  year, 
the  Town  will  rebuild  or  repave  4.5  miles  of  streets  and  expend  $105,500  on  new  drainage  structures.  Additionally,  two  bridges  will  be  re- 
placed on  Page  Mill  Road  approximately  three  hundred  feet  to  the  north  and  south  of  Arastradero  Road  west.  This  should  be  completed  in  the 
Spring  of  1978. 

During  the  latter  part  of  October  and  early  November,  1977  the  following  streets  will  be  repaved: 

1.  Page  Mill  Road  5.  Burke  Road 

2.  St.  Hrancis  Drive  6.  Alta  Tierra  Road 

3.  Viscamo  Road  7.  Old  Altos  Road 

4.  Esperanza  Drive  8.  Elena  Road  (apijroximatcly  800  f<'et) 

Already  completed  are  portions  of  Natoma  Road  ^^n^\  Black  Mountain  Road. 


NEW  PLANNING  COMMISSIONERS 

On  July  13,  1977  swearing  in  ceremonies  were  held  for  three  returning  and  four  new  Planning  Commission  members. 
Immediately  following  this  was  the  election  of  Michael  Stewart  as  Chairman  and  he  made  a  short  speech,  pledgmg  the 
active  support  of  all  Commission  members. 

A  resident  of  Los  Altos  Hills  for  the  past  eleven  years,  Chairman  Stewart  was  re-appointed  to  the  Planning  Commission 
for  a  four  year  term,  ending  June  30,  1981.  He  brings  with  him  a  background  in  engineering  sales,  relating  to 
architectural,  construction  and  governmental  bodies.  For  the  past  eighteen  years,  Chairman  Stewart  has  pursued  a  career  m 
insurance  as  a  Special  Agent  and  Broker. 

Mrs.  Judith  Carico  was  re-appointed  to  the  Commission  and  has  served  on  the  Planning  Commission  since  1973.  Her 
new  term  is  for  two  years,  expiring  June  30,  1979.  Before  1973,  Mrs.  Carico  served  on  the  Pathway  Committee  for  the 
Town  for  four  years  and  has  been  active  in  the  Los  Altos  Hills  Little  League  Association,  as  well  as  past  President  of  the  Retarded 
Children's  Guild.  In  addition,  she  has  served  on  the  Board  of  the  Peninsula  Children's  Theatre  Association. 

The  third  re-appointment  was  that  of  Dr.  William  Perkins  for  a  one  year  term.  At  the  end  of  this  term  in  1978,  Dr.  Perkins 
will  have  served  on  the  Planning  Commission  for  a  total  of  five  years.  A  resident  of  the  Town  for  twelve  years.  Dr.  Perkins 
received  his  undergraduate  degree  in  chemistry  from  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley  and  his  Ph.D.  in  physical  chemistry 
from  Stanford.  Dr.  Perkins  states,  "I  am  deeply  concerned  about  keeping  a  rural  community  in  the  face  of  intense  pressure 
for  development." 

Previous  to  his  three  year  appointment  to  the  Planning  Commission,  Cdr.  Joseph  "Doc"  Dochnahl  served  the  Town  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Bicentennial  Commission,  member  of  the  Pathway  Committee  for  six  years,  member  of  the  Historical  Society, 
and  member  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Westwind  Barn  Committee.  Retired  from  the  Navy  and  a  resident  of  the  Hills  for  over  eleven 
years,  "Doc"  also  rode  with  the  group  of  Californians  re-enacting  the  Anza  Trek  as  part  of  the  Bicentennial  Celebration  for 
the  Town. 

Having  resided  in  the  Hills  for  the  past  four  years,  new  Planning  Commission  member  Mr.  Mike  Kuranoff's  concerns  are  also 
for  preserving  the  rural  environment,  while  protecting  the  property  rights  of  residents  and  landowners.  His  appointment  is  for 
two  years.  Mr.  Kuranoff  received  his  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Civil  Engineering  from  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley,  as 
well  as  his  Masters  in  Business  Administration.  His  major  fields  of  study  were  in  Municipal  Government,  Public  Utilities 
and  Urban  Planning,  providing  a  good  background  for  the  tasks  of  Planning  Commissioner. 

Dr.  Lachenbruch  returns  to  the  Planning  Commission  after  a  two  year  absence  and  received  appointment  to  a  one  year  term. 
His  work  as  a  Research  Geophysicist  also  gives  Dr.  Lachenbruch  a  familiarity  with  the  many  areas  of  involvement  the 
Commission  enters  into.  He  received  his  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Geology  and  Mathematics  from  Johns  Hopkins  University  and 
his  Masters  and  Doctorate  in  Geophysics  from  Harvard  University.  Dr.  Lachenbruch  was  one  of  the  original  architects  of  the 
Town's  Slope  Density  Formula  and  the  1974  General  Plan. 

The  final  new  member  of  the  Planning  Commission,  Mrs.  Mary  vanTamelen  was  appointed  to  a  three  year  term, 
expiring  June  30,  1980.  Mrs.  vanTamelen  received  both  her  Bachelor's  and  Master's  Degree  in  Science  from  the  University 
of  Wisconsin.  She  has  kept  very  busy  during  her  eleven  years  as  a  resident  of  Los  Altos  Hills  writing  for  language  arts  texts 
and  scientific  journals.  Other  areas  of  interest  include  serving  as  Officer  for  Art  at  Stanford,  being  involved  with  the  Stanford 
Historical  Society  and  work  as  a  former  PTA  officer. 


NEW  OUTDOOR 

PARCOURSE  AT  FOOTHILL  COLLEGE 

Yes,  you  love  to  keep  fit!  But,  if  you  hate  stuffy  gyms  or 
routine  jogging  becomes  boring.  Foothill  College's  new 
Outdoor  Parcourse  which  opened  June  30th  will  be  the  ideal 
way  for  you  to  exercise. 

Circling  the  Los  Altos  Hills  campus,  the  mile-long  Par- 
course  track  is  dotted  by  twenty  clearly  marked  gymnastic 
stations  with  signs  designating  leg  lifts,  knee  bends,  chin-ups, 
or  other  exercises  to  fjerform. 

Activities  become  slightly  more  strenuous  as  one  jogs 
around  the  course.  Several  sizes  of  apparatus  are  provided  to 
accommodate  people  of  all  ages  and  physical  stature.  Signs 
recommend  a  "par"  or  number  of  repetitions  for  each 
exercise. 

According  to  Bill  Abbey,  Director  of  Physical  Education 
and  Athletics  at  Foothill,  the  Parcourse  is  as  ideal  for  athletes  in 
training  as  for  families  trying  to  stay  fit  or  business  people 
wanting  to  exercise  at  the  lunch  hour  or  after  work. 

"The  Parcourse  can  be  run  simply  for  pleasure  or  as  a 
challenge  to  yourself  or  someone  else,"  he  adds. 

This  increasingly  popular  exercise  system  was  first  devel- 
oped in  Switzerland  in  the  late  1960's.  One  of  the  few 
Parcourses  in  the  Bay  Area,  the  Foothill  facility  is  open  to  the 
public  free  of  charge. 


CRIME  CORNER 

Residents  contemplating  the  installation  of  a  burglar  alarn)  system  should: 

1.  Choose  a  reliable/established  company. 

2.  Chock  licenses  that  are  required,  such  as: 

City  Business  License 
State  Contractor's  License 
State  Alarm  Company  License 
Individual  Installer  License 

There  are  various  types  of  systems  and  all  are  reliable,  if  installed  properly.  There  are:  motion  detectors  for  space  protection, 
contacts  on  doors  and  windov^'S,  floor  mats,  local  bells  only,  telephone  leased  line  to  an  alarm  company,  ciigital  dialers  to  an 
alarm  company  and  telephone  dialers  directly  to  Santa  Clara  County  Communications.  An  alarm  company  should  recommend 
the  type  of  system  that  best  meets  your  individual  needs  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  The  Town  Security  Officer  will  assist 
you  in  deciding  the  type  of  alarm  needed. 

Regardless  of  the  type  of  alarm  system,  however,  the  homeowner  should  take  caution  not  to  cause  unnecessary  Sheriff's 
response  by  careless  use  of  the  system.  There  are  approximately  240  false  alarms  in  Los  Altos  Hills  annually.  This  means  an 
additional  cost  in  Sheriff's  charges  of  $4,000  above  the  regular  patrol  cost.  These  costs  could  be  avoided  if  Residents  would 
remember  to  turn  off  the  alarm  when  entering  the  house,  or  by  being  certain  the  alarm  is  properly  set  when  leaving. 
Many  cities  have  passed  Ordinances  that  place  the  expense  of  false  alarms  on  the  person  causing  them.  These  false  alarms 
also  take  away  time  from  the  Sheriff's  actual  crime  prevention  activities. 

The  burglar  alarm  calls  have  provided  the  Town  with  information  needed  to  determine  the  response  time  to  an  emergency 
call.  The  average  response  time,  after  the  patrol  car  receives  the  call,  is  five  minutes.  This  is  considered  excellent. 

Just  a  reminder  to  all  Residents  -  The  Town  Security  Officer,  Gordon  Penfold,  will  inspect  your  home  and  make 
recommendations  regarding  the  security  measures  needed. 

FIRE  DANGER 

Even  with  the  recent  rain,  dry  and  dangerous  fire  areas  still  exist  in  the  Hills.  The  Town  requests  that  al!  Residents 
use  extreme  care,  especially  in  the  pedestrian  or  equestrian  use  of  pathways  and  Byrne  Preserve.  Keep  in  mind  that 
smoking  and  open  fires  are  prohibited  in  these  areas. 

Mr.  Stu  Farwell  of  the  Los  Altos  Fire  Department  offers  these  recommendations  for  protecting  your  property: 

1.  Remove  wild  dry  grass  from  around  buildings,  under  trees  and  adjacent  to  landscaped  areas  for  a  distance  of  al  least 
ten  feet,  or  greater  if  located  on  sloping  ground. 

2.  Clear  highly  combustible  native  brush  away  from  all  structures  for  a  distance  of  at  least  thirty  feet,  more  if  located  on 
sloping  ground. 

3.  Clean  out  dead  matter  from  and  under  trees,  bushes  and  groundcover  in  landscaped  areas  as  well  as  in  the  native 
plants  and  trees  that  adjoin  the  landscaped  areas. 

Mr.  Farwell  also  offers  the  following  suggestions  to  expedite  Fire  Department  action  should  a  fire  originate  on  your  property 
or  that  of  a  neighbor; 

1.  Immediately  call  the  Fire  Department  Emergency  No.  948-1071  and  give  the  specific  location  of  the  fire. 

Note:  A  list  of  neighbors  and  their  addresses  kept  by  your  phone  is  most  helpful  as  the  Fire  Department  responds 
to  a  street  and  home  address.  Also,  a  Los  Altos  Hills  street  map  will  aid  m  giving  a  location  to  the  dispatcher 
of  a  fire  or  smoke  sighted  in  the  distance. 

2.  Stay  by  the  phone  if  the  fire  is  not  on  your  property  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  gain  additional  information  from  you 
while  the  Fire  Department  is  enroute  to  the  fire  or  source  of  smoke. 

3.  Attach  garden  hoses  of  sufficient  diameter  and  length  to  your  hose  outlets  throughout  your  property.  Leave  neatly 
coiled  or  hung  and  attach  a  nozzle  to  each  hose.  After  calling  the  Fire  Department,  fight  the  fire  with  the  garden 
hoses,  if  it  doesn't  endanger  your  safety. 

For  further  information  on  these  or  other  fire  prevention/emergency  ideas,  contact  Stu  Farwell  at  948-2404. 

MONTHLY  MEETINGS 


City  Council 

Planning  Commission 

Environmental  Design  Committee 

Legislative  Review  Committee 

Pathway  Committee 

Noise  Abatement  Committee 

Traffic  &  Public  Safety  Committee 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays,  7:30  P.M. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  7:30  P.M. 
1st  Tuesday,  7:30  P.M. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  9:15  A.M. 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  8:00  P.M. 
Quarterly,  2nd  Thursday,  8:00  P.M. 
2nd  Tuesday,  7:30  P.M. 


